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Historical Musicals at Crystal this Summer!  
 

We will be performing The Burning of Norwalk, 1779 on Friday, June 29th & Saturday, June 
30th at 8:00pm with our cast of professionals and local actors. We will be celebrating the 
release of the CD recording, which will be available for purchase at the show for only $10.  
 

We will be performing excerpts from the professional production of Revolution Norwalk, 1777 
at the City of Norwalk fireworks and at the Norwalk Historical Society’s Annual July 4th Bell-
ringing Ceremony. The professional premier of the production will take place Friday, July 6th & 
Saturday, July 7th at 8pm, starring Jennifer Van Buskirk, Samantha Kulish and Jeff Mangels.  
 

Many students will be appearing in our adult professional productions of The Burning of          
Norwalk, 1779 and Revolution, Norwalk, 1777 - including Trevin York, Stephen DesRochers, 
Kevin Poruban, Justin Poruban, Jerrod Blakeney, Christopher Dehn, Nicholas Dehn, Chris      
Holomakoff, Doug Streat, Will Atkin, Paulo Araujo, Brendan O'Melia along with alumni         
Michelle Maher, Joe Santaniello, Betsy Simpson, April Brown, Monica Bellavia, Jennifer Van 
Buskirk, Samantha Kulish, Greg Kisken and teachers David Jackins, Margaret Jackins and 
Joan McFarland. 
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Ì NEW THEATER SEATS 

Ì SPECIAL THANKS 

2007 

The The   

Crystal  Opera Director Retires  
 
Crystal Theatre bids our opera company director, Arden Anderson-Broecking, a fond farewell! Ms. 
Broecking has tirelessly donated her time and energy to the many wonderful productions she 
has directed and produced since she co-founded the company with Cheryl Kemeny back in 

1992. Crystal Opera was created as a vehicle for local opera singers to develop their resumes while delivering    
outstanding performances to local audiences.  
 

Ms. Broecking completed her tenure with a delightful production of Mozart’s comic opera, The Abduction from the  
Seraglio, on Saturday, November 11th, 2006. The opera was blessed with conductor Gerald Steichen leading a 
string quartette, piano and percussion ensemble, which accompanied singers Christine Arand, Jim Russell, John E. 
Schumacher and Jennifer Graf in their company debuts. Also featured was Crystal Opera favorite, Matthew Surapine, 
who will now lead the company in future endeavors. Ms. Broecking will continue as President Emeritus. Crystal     
students seen in the opera included Kyle Brenn, Courtney Thomas, Samantha Holomakoff and Justin Poruban. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

2007 AT A GLANCE...  
MAY 
26 Little Red: The Third Generation and Put Your 
 Money on the Bunny - 2:00pm (Monday Classes)  
 and 6:00pm (Wednesday Classes) 

30-31 Auditions: Godspell - 7:00pm 
 
JUNE 
1 Comedy Night with Stu Spitz - 8:00pm 
2 Adrienne DiMarco Senior Show - 7:30pm 
3 Voice Recitals - 2:00pm (Juniors) and 5:00pm (Seniors) 

11 It’s A Musical Life (Ben Simpson’s Senior Show) - 7:30pm 
29-30 The Burning of Norwalk, 1779 - 8:00pm 
 

JULY 
6-7 Revolution Norwalk, 1777 - 8:00pm 
13-14 Cosmic Nightingale (possible additional performance on 7/15) - 7:30pm 
20-21 Broadway Rocks! - 7:30pm 
27 Third Annual Young Choreographer’s Showcase - 8:00pm 
28-29 TAB Productions presents The Pirate’s of Penzance - 8:00pm/2:00pm 
 

AUGUST 
3 Arts in the Park (Session 1) - 7:30pm 
10-11 Godspell - 8:00pm 
17 Arts in the Park (Session 2) - 7:30pm 
 

NOVEMBER 
10-11 Mother Jones and the March of the Mill Children - 7:30pm/2:00pm 
16-17 20th Anniversary Benefit: Mother Jones and the March of the Mill  
 Children (Staff Production) - 8:00pm 
 
DECEMBER 
8-9 Save Santa’s Workshop - 6:30pm/2:00pm 

Ticket Reservations:  203-847-4850 
 

Performance Location:  Crystal Theatre Performing Arts Center 
Ben Franklin Center, South Norwalk (where Bayview Avenue meets Hillside) -  Driving directions: www.crystaltheatre.org 
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Our fall show season 
opened with a terrific 
production of the 
David Jackins/Cheryl 
Kemeny musical 
dramady, Louder 
than Words, in       
November, 2006. 
Outstanding perform-
ances abounded   

under the direction of Mr. Jackins and choreographer, 
Stacey Curti. The show featured high school seniors Tim 
Combatti, Ben Simpson, Trevin York, Adrienne DiMarco, 
Melissa Labbadia, Morgan Smith, Danielle Swain and 
John Istona along with a stellar cast of underclassmen. 
 
Following close on its 
heels was the Novem-
ber 11th production of 
The Abduction From 
the Seraglio (see the 
opera article on the 
cover). The Trolls went 
on to be the first sold-
out production of the 
season! Featuring tal-
ented 2nd-6th grade students from multiple classes, the 
two separate productions of Trolls were great fun for all. 
 
January continued the season with two world premieres - 
The Good Lie by Sally and George Lombardo and The Red 
Shoes by Cheryl E. Kemeny. The Good Lie was a musical 
comedy set in 1490 Florence, Italy. The cast included 5th-
8th grade students. 

 
The Red Shoes        
featured Kara Serasis, 
Adrienne DiMarco and 
Tim Combatti in their 
“senior show” at    
Crystal, with parts   
written especially for 
them. Kara played 
Celia  Worthington, an 
orphaned 15-year-old 

who lost her fortune and was forced to seek refuge at 
“Miss Bellingham’s Asylum for Talented Orphans”, run by 
the shrewd and somewhat flaky Clarissa Bellingham— 
played by Adrienne. Trained as a ballerina, Celia is     
transformed by Clarissa into London’s latest sensation - 

the Countess Ilona. Celia 
was ultimately saved from 
a “shameful” life upon the 
stage by the family solici-
tor, Merrick Blake, Esquire 
(played by Tim). Best 
wishes to all three in their 
future endeavors! 
 
Nightmare at Dreamcamp 
opened our Spring Season 
after a “nightmare” of a snow storm. Directed by Joan 
McFarland, the show went on, despite a lost dress        
rehearsal and multiple student illnesses. Congratulations 
to all the “troupers” who persevered! 

 
Fabulous Forties written 
and directed by Dave 
Jackins with choreography 
by Stacey Curti went up to 
great acclaim in March, 
followed by Sally and 
George Lombardo’s color-
ful The Pirate Prince on 
March 31st and April 1st. 
 

Cleopatra–Her True Story was originally written by Cheryl 
Kemeny and produced by Crystal Theatre at the Wallace 
Performing Arts Center in Greenwich in 1999 as a “senior 
project” for then student, Sharifa King. Cleopatra–Her 
True Story chronicles her life and times through music of 
differing styles – from rock to latin to reggae. This year’s 
production marked the first time since then that this   
challenging piece has been performed. On May 4th & 
5th, 2007 we showcased 
three high school seniors who 
are longtime Crystal Theatre      
students – Melissa Labbadia 
as Cleopatra, Ben Simpson as 
Julius Caesar and Trevin York 
as Marc Antony. They were  
supported by an enthusiastic 
cast, including female mem-
bers of Fabulous Forties, 
Nightmare At Dreamcamp 
and The Pirate Prince who 
added so much to the        per-
formance by singing the roles 
of the Priestesses of Isis. 

T h e  L a t e s t  a t  C r y s t a l  

Louder than Words (2006) 

The Red Shoes (2007) 

The Trolls (2007) 

Cleopatra (2007) 

Fabulous Forties (2007) 

Nightmare at Dreamcamp 
(2007) 
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Prepare Ye... Godspell is coming to Crystal this Summer! 
 

Godspell is based on the Gospel according to St. Matthew, and features the score by Stephen 
Schwartz, including well-loved songs such as “Day by Day”, “All Good Gifts” and “By My Side”. 
The parables of Jesus Christ come to life in this rock musical. Please join us this summer! 
 

AUDITIONS FOR GODSPELL 
 

Auditions: Wednesday, May 30th & Thursday, May 31st from 7:00pm-10:00pm  
Ô By Appointment Only.  
Ô Casting 10-14 strong singers/actors that move well. Open to High School and College Students, ages 16+.  
Ô Please prepare a song and short monologue. Either can be from the show or in similar style 

to that of Godspell. Accompanist will be provided. Please bring sheet music with you. 
 

Callbacks:  Saturday, June 2nd at 10:00am 
Performances:  Friday, August 10th & Saturday, August 11th at 8:00pm 
 

For more information or to schedule an audition appointment, please contact Director/Choreographer Stacey 
Curti at staceycurti@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Special Thanks to the Ekedahl Foundation for sponsoring this production. 

3 of 4 Camps are already Full for this Summer! 
Sign up now for... 

 

Cosmic Nightingale 
5th-10th grades 
JUNE 25th-JULY 13th 

 

Monday-Friday, 10am-3:30pm at Ben Franklin 
 

Shows Thursday, July 12th & Friday, July 13th at 7:30pm 
(Possible additional show on Saturday, July 14th, depending on 
enrollment – No camp on July 4th) 
 

Tuition: $725 ($200 non-refundable deposit due at registration.) 
 
What happens when 3 rogue aliens head for earth after hear-
ing a 1930’s radio broadcast? Earth goes nuts! But things get 
even crazier when they announce that they’ve come for a 
human singer – what else could we have that they could pos-
sibly want? Join Crystal Theatre for a terrific musical comedy 
theatre experience with parts for all! Each day we will train 
your voice, develop your improvisational skills and work on 
your dancing while preparing for this full-scale musical to be 
performed in our air-conditioned theater. You will also have 
the opportunity to perform in colonial costume for the Nor-
walk Historical Society’s annual July 4th bell-ringing (if you’re 
available) – actors will be taught separate music for that. 
Camp is taught by CT artistic director, Cheryl Kemeny, chore-
ographer Char Fromentin, acting coach Joe Santaniello and 
dance captain Laura Piacenza with additional support staff. 
 

Call 847-4850 or visit www.crystaltheatre.org  
for more information and/or to register. 

The 2007 Matthew Chiappetta 
Memorial Scholarship 

 

Congratulations to this year’s scholarship winners! 
 

At the close of Friday night’s performance of Cleopatra, the 
winners of the 2007 Matthew Chiappetta Memorial Scholar-
ship were recognized. Matthew Chiappetta was a longtime 
Crystal Theatre student who passed away suddenly in 2004 
and this yearly scholarship is funded by an annual golf outing 
sponsored by his parents Marci and Roch Chiappetta. 
 

This year the award is shared by 2 students - 6th grader, 
Gillian Eckert and 7th grader, Douglas Streat. They will receive 
full tuition to any camps or show classes for an entire year. 
 

First runners-up are Rachel Turner, Maggie Mellott and 
Hunter Brady (of Stamford) who will receive tuition to one 
camp or show/class. 
 

Honorable mention winners are Jacqueline Ridberg and Molly 
Hamilton who are awarded free tuition to one show/class.  
 

Roch and Marci Chiappetta were on hand to shake the  
winners hands. 

(L to R)  
Douglas Streat,  
Hunter Brady,  
Gillian Eckert,  

Roch Chiappetta,  
Maggie Mellott,  

Marci Chiappetta. 
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Robin DeJesus (2003) left Rent, to perform in Godspell at the 
PaperMill Playhouse, and is now appearing in the upcoming off-
Broadway production of In The Heights which we saw at 37 
ARTS. It was a terrific show with fabulous dancing. Robin      
received a wonderful review in the New York Times and other 
papers. Remy Zaken of Weston (Rumpelstiltskin, 2000)       
appeared in the off-Broadway production of Spring Awakening 
which is now on Broadway. We saw it in February and it was 
great! Kyle Wrentz (who started with us back in 1988!) was 
recently performing in The Lion King on Broadway. 

 

Amie Miriello (an original member of our 
rock group, Krystal) recently released 
her debut CD “Dirtie Blonde” - featuring 
all self-penned songs - on a major record 
label. Tracks have been played on Z-
100! Melissa and Jessica Labbadia  
recently recorded their latest CD of all 
self-written material in response to    
record label interest. They also co-
starred in their school show, Aida, in 
March at Trinity Catholic in Stamford. 
Melissa will be attending Mary Mount 
College as a musical theatre major in 

the fall. Melissa recently played the title role in Cleopatra at 
Crystal in her senior show with seniors Ben Simpson (Wilton 
High School) and Trevin York (Fairfield Prep). Ben played a   
powerful Caesar and will be attending Boston Conservatory as a 
musical theatre major next fall. He will present his senior      
project show - called A Musical Life - which was written for him 
by his sister Betsy. It will feature special guests Samantha  
Tuozzolo, Robin DeJesus, Laura Piacenza and sister, Betsy. The 
performance takes place Monday, June 11th at 
7:30pm at our Ben Franklin Theater. Trevin did a 
wonderful portrayal of Marc Anthony and showed a 
wide range of emotion - from proud passion to    
abject depression. Trevin will be studying computer 
game design at the prestigious California Art       
Institute in San Francisco. Both Ben and Trevin will 
be assistants at our summer camps this year. 
 

On the film front, NYU film student Brice Bishop-
Pullan was filming his senior project in town this fall 
and he pulled in several Crystal kids including J.P. 
Consiglio and Will Connors (our last year’s Amahl 
understudy) in a lead role. Sophie Katz (Princess Valkyrie, 
Trolls) recently had a starring child role in The Stranger, an inde-
pendent film. Speaking of Amahl, Alex Mollica, (the first winner 
of the Matthew Chiappetta Memorial Scholarship) performed 
the role in New York in December and said it was the best    
experience of his life-so far! 
 

In college news, Amanda Winters (2003) will graduate from 
Carleton College in Minnesota as a neuroscience major then 
head off to Africa with the Peace Corps in June. Jessica     
Pedersen (2002 & Crystal director of Trolls) finished her    

graduate degree in education after earning a fine arts degree in 
puppetry from UConn. Jess designed all the costumes for the 
world premier of Bella Basset, the Musical (May 2007). Betsy 
Simpson (2005) and Joe Santaniello (2006) love it as voice 
majors at Boston Conservatory. Joe will be back to teach at our 
summer camps. Also returning to teach this summer is Char 
Fromentin’s daughter, Stephanie Fromentin (2002) who has 
been dancing professionally and teaching in France. Stephanie 
will direct the dance program at Arts In the Park this summer. 
Frank Bewkes (2006) is enjoying the challenges at Yale and is 
actively performing in an a cappella group there, as well as  
taking freshman acting courses.  
 

Current 3rd grader, Kyle Brenn,              
celebrated the premiere of his first     
musical - The Pirate Chamber - which 
was performed in August at Arts in the 
Park. He is currently studying composi-
tion and play-making while working on 
rewrites and an expansion of the musi-
cal for a summer Crystal production. 
 

Congratulations to Crystal members and 
alumni who participated in Norwalk High School’s great produc-
tion of West Side Story! Included were: Samantha Tuozzolo 
(Anita), Claire Kenny (Maria), Nellen Dryden (Maria/Rosalita) 
Paulo Araujo (Chino), Michael Bloom (A-rab), Shannon Donahue 
(Anybody’s), Adam Rosado (Lt. Schrank), Maddie Cimino 
(Francisca), Amy Cohen (Consuela), Siena Dryden (Estella), Liz 
McClean (Terecita/Rosalita), Brendan O’Melia (Mouse), Eric 
Pierce (Baby John), Geoff Watkins (Diesel), Sam Werner (Doc), 
Jake Taylor (Action) and ensemble members Molly Young, Kim 

Fusci, Aedan Van Acker, Joe Sullivan, Chelsea   
Murphy, Adrienne DiMarco, Anthony DiCostanzo, 
Allison Cuttner, Gina Consolo, production assistant, 
Lisa Shames, sound, Taylor Cohen, pit members, 
Carissa Streuli, Dylan West, Sam Keogh, Joe 
Corsello, Jonathan Katz, and Hannah Schack. 
 

Congratulations, also, to students and alumni who 
participated in Brien McMahon’s production of 
Grease! They included: Sarra Nelson, Emily Katz, 
Samantha Holomakoff, Jason Tyler, Stephen     
DesRochers, and Molly Clingenpeel. 
 

Student and volunteer, Allie Shapiro, recently     
performed in the Riant Theatre’s 12th Annual “Strawberry One-
Act Festival 2007”, placing 4th out of 40 entries and perform-
ing in the premier of Laurie Newkirk’s A Great Pair of Shoes. 
 

Jessica Denes, former teacher and student, directed             
Confessions of a Dirty Blonde at Milford Center for the Arts to 
rave reviews, with special attention to Crystal founder and    
director Dave Jackins as Dr. Dubel: “Jackins is simply a scream, 
delivering all his lines with flair and style… I have to confess that 
whenever Jackins was onstage, I couldn’t take my eyes off of 
him.” (OrangeBulletin.com) 

S t u d e n t  a n d  A l u m n i  N e w s  

Kyle Brenn 

Samantha Tuozzolo 

Melissa Labbadia, 
Ben Simpson 
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Have your name (or a designated name) permanently inscribed on one of Crystal Theatre’s new seats. 
Our heartfelt thanks to those of you that have already purchased a seat (Please see list below). 

Opportunities for those wishing to sponsor a seat ($200 with a brass nameplate) remain.  
Name of Donor: Name on Seat: 

John Atkin Will Atkin 
Angela Araujo Paulo Araujo 
Fred Bondi The Fred Bondi Family 
Carrigan-Illyn Family Carrigan-Illyn 
The Chiappetta Family Matthew Chiappetta 
Erik Chiodo Erik Chiodo 
Stewart Chiodo Stewart Chiodo 
Bob and Maureen Clark The Clark Family 
Robert Clark Pfizer Foundation 
Thomas B. Clark Meredith Bradbury Clark 
Eileen and Richard Combatti Tim Combatti 
Fran Consiglio J.P. Consiglio 
Dominic A. Cundari Dominic A. Cundari 
Chris and Stacey Curti Marisa Curti 
The Donahue Family Arden Donahue, Casey Donahue,  

Shannon Donahue, Isabel Donahue 
John Dunsmore Nicole and Jake Dunsmore 
John A. Flaherty Nora and Max Flaherty 
Joan Gardella Kara 
The Gatling Family The Gatling Family 
Deanna and Andre Guilbert Deanna and Andre Guilbert 
Dave and Margaret Jackins Alice Jackins 
Laura James The James Family 
The Kelley Family Margaux and Ava Kelley 
Alex and Marg Kemeny Alexander Kemeny, Margaret Toth Kemeny 
Cheryl Kemeny Cheryl Kemeny, Founder 
Samantha Kulish Samantha Kulish 
Walter and Lynn Maginnis Walter and Lynn Maginnis 
Michelle Maher Michelle Maher 
Nancy McGuire Kimberly McGuire 
Mr. And Mrs. Michael A. Mocciae III Mr. And Mrs. Michael A. Mocciae, III 
The Mollica Family Alex W. Mollica 
The Nelson Family Sara Nelson, Ann Nelson, Dave Nelson,  

Judy Nelson 
Norwalk Police Activities League Norwalk Police Activities League 
Norwalk Lions Club Norwalk Lions Club 
Art and Kim Petrone Kim Petrone, Art Petrone 
Kevin and Debra Poruban Kevin M. Poruban II, Justin T. Poruban 
Jody Bishop-Pullan and John Pullan Brice Bishop-Pullan 
Sally Roberts Mr. Quinn A. Roberts 
Martha Roney Edward S. Eckert, Madeleine D. Eckert 
Julia Ruffa The Ruffa Family 
Mr. And Mrs. Eric Seidman The Seidman Family 
The Shack Sackler Family The Shack Sackler Family 
The Simpson Family The Simpson Family 
Nancy Sinacori Nancy Sinacori 
Doug Smith Morgan Smith 
Patrick and Donna Sposato The Sposato Sisters 
Susan Stirling Katie Antonovich 
Ann P. Street Jeremy Leone 
St. Philip RC Church St. Philip RC Church- Norwalk, CT 
Dawn Tuozzolo Samantha Tuozzolo 
Robert Van Buskirk The Van Buskirks 
Mr. And Mrs. John F. Wall Mr. and Mrs. John F. Wall, In memory of  

the victims of Hurricane Katrina 
Chris and Eileen Westfahl Richard Westfahl 
Bob and Nedra Werme Bob and Nedra Werme 
Darunee Wilson Charlotte Wilson, Miranda Wilson 

 
Crystal Theatre parent, 

Dave Nelson,  
exhorts the Crystal Family  
to purchase seats in our  

 

"New Seat  
Campaign".  

 

Dave and Judy Nelson  
are now spearheading  

the campaign for new seats.  
We're half-way there 

but need everyone's help  
to raise the 

remaining money.  
We'd love to be able 
to replace the seats 

in September 
 when the theater  

has a little down-time  
before the  
next series 

of performances! 
 

Please call  
203-847-4850 

for more information. 
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I wish to support Crystal Theatre with an enclosed tax-deductible gift. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone _____________________________ Bus Phone  _____________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to CRYSTLE THEATRE and mail to: 
Crystal Theatre 

12 June Avenue - Norwalk, CT  06850 
(203) 847-4850 

NEWSLETTER PRINTING 
A very special thank you to PURDUE PHARMA and ROB PIACENZA for generously printing these newsletters. 
Crystal Theatre cannot thank you enough for your kindness! 
 
DONORS 
Your dollars make a difference! Tax-deductible gifts at all contributor levels will make a significant  impact on our 
ability to meet critical project deadlines. 
 
The Operating Fund provides on-going support for administrative expenses, artistic expenses and scholarships. 
 
The Capital Fund supports all hard and soft costs for PHASE 2 improvements, including theatrical sound and 
lighting equipment, landscaping, window replacements, roof replacements and contingencies. 
 
In addition to the seats purchased on the left, 2006 donations include the Matthew Chiappetta Foundation, Joe 
Pedersen and The Young Family. Thank you! 

� Friends $1-99 
� Patrons $100-249 
� Grand Patrons $250-499 
� Benefactors $500-999 
� Producers $1000-2000 
� Directors $2001-4999 
� Executive Producers $5000+ 

This gift is designated for the: 
 

� Operating Fund 
� Capital Fund 
� Either 
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12 June Avenue 
Norwalk, CT  06850 
(203) 847-4850 
crystaltheatre.org 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Norwalk, CT 

Permit No. 114 
Crystal  TheatrCrystal  Theatree 

A 501(c)3 Non-Profit Organization 
Crystal Theatre was founded in 1987 and was originally under the auspices of the Norwalk Recreation and Parks Department. 

Phone: 
(203) 847-4850 

 
Mailing Address: 
12 June Avenue 

Norwalk, CT  06850 
 

Classes and Productions: 
The Crystal Theatre Performing Arts Center 

Ben Franklin Studios, South Norwalk 
 

Website: 
www.crystaltheatre.org 

 
E-mail: 

crysthr@optonline.net 

Cheryl Kemeny 
President and Co-founder 

 

Alexandrea Kemeny 
Vice President and Co-founder 

 

Mariner Pezza 
Vice President and Co-founder 

 

David L. Jackins 
Co-founder/Playwright/Show Director 

 

Char Fromentin 
Choreographer 

 

Sally and George Lombardo 
Playwrights/Show Directors 

 

Stacey Curti 
Choreographer/Show Director 


